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THIS nature center is
ready tosprout.
The Alley Pond Environ-
mental Center has rede-
signed its visitors’ building
— doubling its size — to cut
down a waitlist that rou-
tinely ranges from 7,000 to
10,000 children each year.
“Thiswill allow us to ex-
pand our space to do more
programs and bring more
students in for classes and
birthday parties,” said
Irene Scheid, who heads
the school-trip hotspot.
There will be more class-
rooms and a rain garden at
the center once the project F et s e T e Faeit
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The center, adjacent to
the sprawling 636-acre Al-
ley Pond Park in Douglas-
ton, has taught youngsters
about environmental pres-
ervationsince 1972.
Mayor de Blasio and the
city’s Public Design Com-
mission awarded the
project for its general de-
sign excellence Monday. _
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